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other fields ; and the conquerors marched down the valley
to fulfil an old threat that they would " dance in St. George's
Church on St. George's day," and thereafter carry fire and
sword up the main valley of Tyari; which was not directly
concerned in the feud.
This last outrage, however, was averted by one daring
deed. The church in question stands at the foot of the
side valley, close by the bridge over the Zab that forms the
sole passage to the larger threatened district. One chief
of the Christian mountaineers saw that a band of brave
men might throw themselves into a house which commanded
both, and save their brethren, even if they themselves were
ruined. He called for volunteers who would come down
with him and cut across the Kurdish advance in the effort
to gain that point. He would only take men who would
put their lives on the hazard, for no quarter is given in
Jehad. He got his party ; and the writer must be allowed
some pride in the fact that one of the members of this forlorn
hope was a pupil of his own, a member of the " English
School," named Saypu. They reached their point and
prepared for defence; Saypu's last preparation being to
take his own school-books out of the house (which, as it
happened, was his own home) and hide them in a hole in
the rock. It was the first token of affection he had given
for them in his life! The little band made good their
defence; and as they had not to deal with the main body
of their enemy, they were actually able to carry out a sortie
on their foes as they retired. Saypu, who had gone into
the fight with a borrowed flint-lock, came out of it with a
breech-loader of his own, the fairly won spoil of its late
owner 1 More important than this, however, was the fact
that the bridge was held. Though the side-valley was
burnt from end to end, the main one was saved from ravage;
and the Christians were able to hold their service on the
following Sunday in the still undesecrated Church of
St. George.
Such an open war as this roused even the Ottoman
Government to asking questions ; though to do the officials
justice, they would have been glad enough to leave the